Reserve not met 

End time:

22-Oct-06 21:50:05 BST (5 days 20 hours)

Post to: Will arrange for local pickup only (no postage).

Item location: Downham Market, United Kingdom

History: 1 bid

High bidder: jimfai( 173) 

Starting time: 15-Oct-06 21:50:05 BST

Starting bid: £5,000.00

Duration: 7-day listing 

Meet the seller

Seller:

stevebowen(238) 

Feedback:

100% Positive

Member: since 23-May-02 in United Kingdom

Model: MGA 

Number of Previous Owners: 2 

Engine Size: 1,600 cc 

First of all - if you are a MGA purist - then please do not read any further as you will only upset yourself!

Here is a unique car, which I can take neither credit nor blame as I did not build it!
I bought it nearly 3 years ago from the man who restored / created the car. He had owned it since 1993 and having rebuilt several MG's and other classics (including a fantastic replica of the MGA Le Mans car !!), rebuilt this particular MGA so that it could be used EVERYDAY of the year, to be fun and reliable, have the classic good looks of the MGA but with more modern underpinnings.

The spec:

• 1959 car

• Mercedes metallic silver

• Ground up rebuild in 2001

• GRP and Alloy Roadster body shell - hand built by himself from the original shell - SUPERB QUALITY and no rot EVER!

• Low mileage 1600 cc Mazda MX5 engine and 5 speed gearbox

• MGB axles

• MGB brakes

• MGB steering

• Replica Dunlop MGA Twin Cam wheels, based on TR6 steels with replica spinners / centre locks

• Low profile GoodYear tires - as new

• Sebring front panel

• Sebring rear panel

• Telescopic front shock absorbers

• Telescopic rear shock absorbers

• Anti roll bar

• Copper brake pipes

• Braided brake hoses

• New radiator

• New heater matrix

• Stainless Steel petrol tank

• Copper fuel lines

• MGA Deluxe leather seats - black with red piping

• Motorlita Wooden Steering Wheel

• Dip Mirror

• Pioneer Radio / CD player

• Quad speakers 

• electric aerial

• Double Duck Hood

• Custom fitted side screens

• Full tonneau cover

• Works style hard top in black with roof vent

• Dummy Le Mans style petrol filler cap

• MGA Twin Cam badges

• Stainless Steel exhaust system - sounds gorgeous and will last forever!

• 35+ mpg

• Cheap classic insurance (I am 38, clean license, £160 pa fully comp and unlimited mileage)

• Free Road tax!

• Battery isolator

• Unique Speedster / Le Mans replica screens and racing mirrors which replace the windscreen for the ultimate buzz of retro wind in the hair experiences (if only I had some!)

In my opinion, the car is beautiful to look at, wonderful and fun to drive and is the perfect match of beautiful classic looks combined with modern drivetrain and decent brakes and suspension. All the fun of the MGA but without the headaches of body corrosion and leaking, temperamental B series engines!

I have enjoy owning her, but I am lucky enough to own a couple of other cars as well, which means that she hardly gets used - (although we did go to the Le Mans Classic in her this year - great fun, drew lots of attention and she never missed a beat !)

I have also set my eye upon another car and so need to raise some funds and space!

If you are genuine then please do come and have a look BEFORE the end of the auction.

I need a fast hassle free sale so that I can buy the car I am interested in. If you are not serious then please do not waste my time and yours. 

This car is unique and I am very fond of her and even as I type this, I am still in two minds about letting her go, so if it does not sell or I miss the car I want to buy then I will probably keep her or give it to my Mum and Dad to look after / use (just in case you are wondering Dad!)

I will get a full years MoT on her and provide a 12 month Tax Disc (it's free anyway!)
Please feel free to call me on 07703 471917. (I would prefer to speak to you as opposed to type long emails!)

Thanks

Q: Hello Steve, could you please email me pictures of the engine, and inside the boot? Many thanks Steve

16-Oct-06

A: Sure - I will get the engine bay and boot floor off to you tonight.

Q: Steve, Thanks for your response. I have to admit it's a tough call. Notwithstanding what you say, the GRP wings do put me off a bit(probably pure prejudice). I suspect that it is these appendages that will depress the value more than any other. Would it be impertinent to ask what you are expecting for the car? I guess I might also be interested in the 1800 engine but like you, I wonder if a change would really be worthwhile. My problem is that I am in love with specials and enjoy fabricating exciting solutions. I am already investigating the possibilities of supercharging your ‘A’. Roger rogerlearmonth@aol.com

16-Oct-06

A: Hi Roger, Thanks for the interest. You are plainly an enthusiast. You really do need to see this car to appreciate it. The quality is like nothing else I have seen for GRP - and a world apart from the usual retail parts. The other attraction to me was that it will NEVER rot and having spent hours chasing the tin worm in other MG's I liked that idea ! A SC for her - well certainly interesting - the parts are readily available - but space might well be a problem ? Either way all the best. Steve

Q: Hi Steve, could you send me some sharp pictures of motor, boot, hood. Thanks. is the paintwork immaculate, good pannel trimming ? Claude (belgium)

16-Oct-06

A: Hi Claude, Sure I will send you some photos of the engine bay, boot and bonnet. What do you mean by sharp pictures please? There is already a close up of the front / bonnet on the listing - I only have quite old digital camera so am not sure what I can do about the quality of the photo. The paintwork is very very good with an excellent finish but I would not describe it as immaculate due to the fact that it has a few marks / scratches on it from use - nothing major at all but it is not concours! Again I am not sure exactly what you mean by panel triming - the panel fit is very good and the interior trim is also very good - so I hope that answers the question. Difficult for you to do if you are in Belgium, but you are very welcome to view the car for yourself. All the best, Steve

Q: Hi Steve, Your MGA looks very interesting. I am at the planning stage of fitting an Alfa engine and box into an 'A' and your car could well replace that project. Can you tell me which panels are GRP and which are alloy? Thanks Roger Learmonth 01444 413526

16-Oct-06

A: Hi Roger, Your project sounds good - I have always had a soft spot for Alfa power units. The bonnet, and doors are standard MGA aluminum panels. The body, wings and boot lid are GRP. Please note that this is not the quality and thickness of panels you can buy off the shelf - much thicker, more solid and better finished. Panel gap is very good. The body is the same manufacture around the original steel strengthening struts, boot floor and scuttle panel used on the original car. I hope that makes sense - best bet is to come and have a look - you will not be disappointed with the quality. I also have a 1800 cc MX5 engine (~140bhp) with only 7K miles plus a 6 speed box which I was going to upgrade to at some point if that is your thing too? Hope this helps. All the best, Steve

Q: Hi, Please could you send me pictures of engine bay at info@nostalgia-sportscars.net Regards Nicolas

16-Oct-06

A: Hi Nicolas, Asolutely no problem - I should have put on the listing - it was late last night and my brain must have been fading! I will sort it out tonight. Thanks for the question. All the best, Steve
