Owner: Merv Hagen










07/03/2010
City: Dundee, IL
Model: 1973 Jaguar Series III 2+2
Engine: Ford 351 Windsor
Note: I purchased Jaguar in July 2009, from a man who purchased it in 1985/86. In 1987 he removed the V12and replaced with a 351 Ford Windsor along with a Ford C4 Automatic Transmission. In 2002 he had body and paint redone. 

He had a new short block installed in the fall of 2008.
Engine: Ford 351 Windsor 
Intake: 2 Barrel Holly 
Engine Electrical: Stock Ford Dura spark II, 100 Amp 1 wire Alternator added.
Cooling: Stock Jaguar
Exhaust: Cast Iron Ford with custom pipes (& crossover) connecting to stock Jaguar V12 mufflers and resonator.
Transmission: Ford C4 Auto Trans
Driveshaft: Custom to adapt from C4 Trans to Jaguar rear axle
Rear Axle: Stock Jaguar with 2.88 ratio. 
Front Suspension: Front suspension was completely rebuilt, Stock except for polyurethane bushing. Ford engine is about 150 LB’s lighter then V 12, so no problems with suspension.
Rear Suspension: Stock Jaguar
Brakes: Stock Jaguar (rebuilt)
Wheels/Tires: 15 X 6 Dayton wire knock off wheels with Dunlop 205 70 VR 15 tires

Comments: I always wanted and E Type and the fact that it was a Ford V8 made it even more desirable to me. I would have hated to have been the one to pull out the V 12 drive train, but once it was done then I am free to do whatever I want to this car.
When I got this car the front suspension was simply terrible, Brakes had all of the typical Jaguar problems. The electrical wiring was quite unique and had this nasty habit of the engine completely stopping at the worst possible times
The more that I work on this car; the more impressed I am that the typical Jaguar problem areas are in very good condition. Most of all of the parts now work as they should and the engine conversion was basically sound. 
I have only put about 1500 miles on this car as of July 2010 (most of it in the last 2 months) so as of now it is simply a matter of getting acquainted, with cars good and bad points. 
This car is a work in process and I have no idea where it is going to go (although 400+HP and a 5 speed sound pretty good) and I am sure that I will spend much more money than it is worth. 
I often wonder why we do this, but I guess that it all comes down to that it sure is FUN.

